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„An unassuming young man was traveling, in midsummer, from his native city of Hamburg to Davos-Platz in the Canton of the Grisons, on a three weeks’ visit.
[...] At Rorschach, in Swiss territory, you take train again, but only as far as Landquart, a small Alpine station, where you have to change. Here, after a long and windy wait in a spot devoid of charm, you mount a narrow-gauge train; and as the small but very powerful engine gets under way, there begins the thrilling part of the journey, a steep and steady climb that seems never to come to an end. For the station of Landquart lies at relatively low altitude, but now the wild and rocky route pushes grimly onward into the Alps themselves.
[...] The train wound in curves along the narrow pass; he could see the front carriages and the laboring engine vomiting great masses of brown, black, and greenish smoke, that floated away. Water roared in the abysses on the right; on the left, among rocks, dark fir trees aspired toward a stone-gray sky. The train passed through pitch-black tunnels, and when daylight came again it showed wide chasms, with villages nestled in their depths. Then the pass closed in again; they wound along narrow defiles, with traces of snow in chinks and crannies. There were halts at wretched little shanties of stations; also at more important ones, which the train left in the opposite direction, making one lose the points of the compass. A magnificent succession of vistas opened before the awed eye, of the solemn, phantasmagorical world of towering peaks, into which their route wove and wormed itself: vistas that appeared and disappeared with each new winding of the path. [...] He perceived that they had stopped climbing. The top of the col was reached; the train rolled smoothly along the level valley floor. 
[...] A lake was visible in the distant landscape, its water gray, its shores covered with black fir forests that climbed the surrounding heights, thinned out, and gave place to bare, mist-wreathed rock. They stopped at a small station. Hans Castorp heard the name called out: it was ‚Davos-Dorf‘.”
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Fig. 1 Just what the doctor ordered: TB patients spent long hours in the fresh air. 
(Picture taken from: Simon Bradley, The dark side of Davos’s magic mountain. www.swissinfo.ch)
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