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Discrimination between induced and natural seismicity is especially difficult in areas that
have high levels of natural seismicity, such as the geothermal fields at the Salton Sea and
Coso, both in California. Both areas show swarm-like sequences that could be related to
natural, deep fluid migration as part of the natural hydrothermal system. Therefore,
swarms often have spatio-temporal patterns that resemble fluid-induced seismicity, and
might possibly share other characteristics.

The Coso Geothermal Field and its surroundings is one of the most seismically active
areas in California with a large proportion of its activity occurring as seismic swarms.
Here we analyze clustered seismicity in and surrounding the currently produced
reservoir comparatively for pre-production and co-production periods. We perform a
cluster analysis, based on the inter-event distance in a space-time-energy domain to
identify notable earthquake sequences. For each event j, the closest previous event i is
identified and their relationship categorized. If this nearest neighbor’s distance is below
a threshold based on the local minimum of the bimodal distribution of nearest neighbor
distances, then the event j is included in the cluster as a child to this parent event i. If it is
above the threshold, event j begins a new cluster. This process identifies subsets of
events whose nearest neighbor distances and relative timing qualify as a cluster as well
as a characterizing the parent-child relationships among events in the cluster.

The cluster identification method used yields a hierarchy of links between multiple
generations of parent and offspring events. We analyze different topological parameters
of this hierarchy to better characterize and thus differentiate natural swarms from
induced clustered seismicity and also to identify aftershock sequences of notable
mainshocks. We find that the branching characteristic given by the average number of
child events per parent event is significantly different for clusters below than for clusters
around the produced field.
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Fig. 1: Seismicity in Southern California -
taken from Hauksson et al. (2012).
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Fig. 3: Production and seismic history at the CGF in study area A (Figure 2). (Top)
Earthquakes from the HYS and Walter & Weaver (1980) catalogs and time-varying
magnitude of completeness of the HYS catalog. (Middle) Background seismicity rate for
the HYS catalog normalized by M. (Bottom) Monthly production and injection rates of the
CGF from 1981-2014 obtained from the California Department of Conservation.
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Identification of clusters
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seismicity in Study Areas A and B.
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Fig. 8: HYS catalog color-coded by time (left) and colored by cluster-membership as identified by space-time-energy distance (right).

Cluster hierarchy
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Conclusions

= The Coso area provides great opportunities to study natural and induced seismicity in a comparative manner
= Topological features of natural and induced swarm seismicity appear similar

= Both types of swarms are different to main shock-aftershock sequences

= Average swarm depth bsl changed in produced area after production started
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